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I.  BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
 
 A.  CONTACT 

Department of Molecular Biosciences 
College of Natural Sciences 
University of Texas at Austin 
100 E. 24th Street, Stop #A5000 
Austin, Texas  78712 
Telephone:  (530) 219-3179 
E-mail:  rkirkbride@utexas.edu 

  
 B. CITIZENSHIP   United States of America 
 
II.  EDUCATION 
 
 A. POSTDOCTORAL 

INSTITUTION:  University of Texas at Austin 
POSITION: Postdoctoral Fellow 
DATES: June 2013- Present 
SUPERVISOR:  Dr. Z. Jeffrey Chen, Department of Molecular 
Biosciences 

 
B.  GRADUATE   

INSTITUTION:  University of California, Davis  
DEGREE:  Ph.D., Plant Biology 2013 
DATES OF ATTENDANCE:  September, 2005 – June 2013 
ADVISOR:  Dr. John J. Harada, Department of Plant Biology 

 
INSTITUTION:  San Jose State University 
DATES OF ATTENDANCE:  September, 2002 -  May 2005 
ADVISOR: Dr. Chris Brinegar 
 

 C.  UNDERGRADUATE 
INSTITUTION:  University of California, Berkeley 
DEGREE:  B.S., Integrative Biology 2000 
DATES OF ATTENDANCE:  August 1996 - May 2000 

  
III. WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
 Research Assistant   Interlink Biotechnologies, LLC 
     2000-2002 
 
IV.  TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

HEAD TEACHING ASSISTANT  
 

Science and Society 70A: Genetic Engineering in Medicine, Law and Agriculture, Science and 
Society. University of California, Davis (additionally Honors Collegium 70A, UCLA). 

 
-Responsibilities included supervision of a 4-person team of teaching assistants for a 
course taught cooperatively at UC Davis and UCLA via videoconference. Carried out an 
update of discussion section content and materials. Coordinated video production teams 



at UCD and UCLA and trained undergraduate course alumni to serve as teaching 
assistants. Setup lecture and discussion demonstration materials and exercises. Lead 
discussion sections and handled grading of assignments and examinations. 
 
-Dates: Winter 2011 
  

TEACHING ASSISTANT 
 

 Plant Biology 112: Plant Growth and Development. University of California, Davis.  
   
  -Responsibilities included leading discussion sections, writing and revision of  

discussion, quiz and test materials. 
 
  -Dates: Winter 2012 
 

Plant Biology 113: Molecular and Cellular Biology of Plants. University of California, Davis.  
Spring 2010. 

 
-Responsibilities included leading discussion sections, writing and revision of  
discussion, quiz and test materials 
 
-Dates: Spring 2010, Spring 2008 
 

Science and Society 70A: Genetic Engineering in Society, Medicine and the Law. University of 
California, Davis (additionally Honors Collegium 70A, UCLA). 

 
-Responsibilities included leading discussion sections, writing and revision of  
discussion, quiz and test materials. Lead trip of UC Davis students to meet UCLA 
classmates/instructors and carry out oral midterm exam. 
 
-Dates: Winter 2010, Winter 2009 
 

Biological Sciences 1C: Introductory Biology (Botany and Ecology).  University of California, 
Davis.  

 
-Responsibilities included leading laboratory sections and grading of course materials. 
 
-Dates: Spring 2007. 

 
Biology 3L: Cell Biology Laboratory. San Jose State University.  

 
-Responsibilities included leading laboratory sections and grading of course materials. 
 
-Dates: Spring 2005, Fall 2004, Spring 2004, Fall 2003, Spring 2003 

 
Biology 5: Computer Literacy in Biology. San Jose State University. 
  

-Responsibilities: Supervised and tutored for self-paced computer laboratory. 
 
-Dates: Fall 2004. 

 
Biology 21L: Human Biology Laboratory. San Jose State University. 

 
-Responsibilities included leading laboratory sections and grading of course materials. 
 
-Dates taught: Spring 2004, Fall 2003. 



GUEST LECTURES IN COURSES 
 
2013 Plant Biology 220, Plant Development: Embryogenesis and Genomic Approaches 

Understanding Seed Development. University of California, Davis. 
 
2012 Genetics 201A, Genetic Analysis:  Genetics and Epigenetics of Reproductive 

Development. University of California, Davis. 
 

Plant Biology 113, Molecular and Cellular Biology of Plants: miRNA Biogenesis and 
Leaf Patterning. University of California, Davis. 

  
Plant Biology 112 Plant Growth and Development:  Photoperiodic Control of Flowering. 
University of California, Davis. 

 
 
2011 Plant Biology 220, Plant Development: Embryogenesis and Seed Development. 

University of California, Davis. 
 

Biological Sciences 198, Functional Genomics: Gene expression Lab. University of 
California, Davis. 

 
 
2010 Plant Biology 292, 1st Year Graduate Student Seminar: qPCR and Microarrays 
 University of California, Davis. 
  

BIS 198, Functional Genomics: Transcriptome Data Analysis Laboratory 
University of California, Davis. 

 
V.  HONORS 
 

2011 Outstanding Graduate Student Teaching Award, UC Davis Office of Graduate Studies 
 and Graduate Council.  
 
2010 Walter R. and Roselinde H. Russel Fellowship for the Outstanding Plant Biology 
 Graduate Student, UC Davis Dept. of Plant Biology.  
 
2009 ICAR Travel Award, North American Arabidopsis Steering Committee. 
  

Elsie Taylor-Stocking Memorial Travel Award, UC Davis Dept. of Plant Biology. 
 
2007 Elsie Taylor-Stocking Memorial Fellowship, UC Davis Dept. of Plant Biology,  

 
VI.   LECTURES / INVITED TALKS 
 

2017 Seed Institute Annual Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 
2015 UT Austin Department of Plant Biology Plant Luncheon 
 
2014 Seed Institute Annual Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 
2012 10th International Congress on Plant Molecular Biology, Jeju, South Korea  
 Seed Institute Annual Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 
2011  Global COE International Student Workshop, Nara, Japan 
 Seed Institute Annual Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 



2010 UC Davis Plant Cell Biology Training Grant Retreat, Asilomar,, CA 
Seed Institute Annual Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 

 
2009  UC Davis Plant Biology Graduate Group Student Seminar Series 
 UC Davis Celebration of Plant Biology  
 UC Davis Plant Cell Biology Training Grant Retreat, Asilomar,, CA 
 UC Davis Plant Biology Graduate Group Fall Colloquium 
 UC Davis Molecular Cell Biology Training Grant Retreat, Fallen Leaf Lake, CA 
 Seed Institute Annual Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 
2008 UC Davis Plant Biology Graduate Group Student Seminar Series 
 
2007 UC Davis Plant Biology Graduate Group Student Seminar Series 
 UC Davis Celebration of Plant Biology 
 UC Davis Plant Cell Biology Training Grant Retreat, Fallen Leaf Lake, CA 
 Seed Institute Annual Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 UC Davis Plant Cell Biology Training Grant Retreat, Asilomar,, CA 
 
2006  Seed Institute Annual Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 

 
VII.   POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

 
2014 22nd Annual Seed Institute Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 
2011 22nd International Conference on Arabidopsis Research, Madison, WI 
 
2010 69th Society for Developmental Biology Annual Meeting, Albuquerque, NM 
 20th UC Davis Plant Cell Biology Training Grant Retreat, Asilomar,, CA 
 18th Annual Seed Institute Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 
2009 20th International Conference on Arabidopsis Research, Edinburgh, United Kingdom 
 19th Annual UC Davis Plant Cell Biology Training Grant Retreat, Asilomar,, CA 
 UC Davis Molecular Cell Biology Training Grant Retreat, Fallen Leaf Lake, CA 
 17th Annual Seed Institute Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 
2008 FASEB Mechanisms in Plant Development, Saxtons River, VT  
 18th Annual UC Davis Plant Cell Biology Training Grant Retreat, Asilomar,, CA 
 16th Annual Seed Institute Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 
2007 Plant Biology & Botany Joint Congress, Chicago, IL 
 15th Annual Seed Institute Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 
2006 14h Annual Seed Institute Conference, Lake Arrowhead, CA 
 

VIII.  UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
  

UC Davis Plant Biology Graduate Group, Seminar Series Committee, 2011-2012. 
 
 Plant Biology Graduate Group Student Association. Treasurer, 2008-2010. 

 
UC Davis Plant Biology Graduate Group, Seminar Series Committee, 2007-2008. 
 

 Plant Biology Graduate Group Student Association. Events Coordinator, 2006-2007. 
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